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Howdy Partners!

Well the weather sure is favorable for
riding and spending time outdoors
working with our horses. At this rate
we'll hopefully be up in the
mountains earlier than wusual.
Speaking of which, we have heard
back from Marcia Gilles, thanks to
Freddy's inquiries about Pine Valley
Equestrian Campground. Seems that
there is going to be limited parking
and no alternative for overnight
camping there. They are suggesting
Forsythe Trailhead for day use, which

April 12th

Potluck and meeting at
the Community Bldg
6:30PM

most of us know isn't very
big. Due to the major fire, year
before last, on the New Harmony
side of the mtn., the scrub oak is
coming on very strong and trying
to choke out Comanche &
Anderson trails. Marcia is asking if
these would be possible candidates
for our trail maintenance projects
along with Blake Gubler.

I'm wondering if we could organize
2 work parties out of the New
Harmony trailhead to tackle those
two over there. Possibly camping at
the trailhead on a Fri. night and
setting out early on a Sat. morning.

Anyone with personal info. on
those trails please contact me @
horsecamping@msn.com.

Thank you,

Roger

Happy Easter

NEXT MEETING:

April 12th 6:30PM
Community Building

See Page 7 for de-
tails.

MONTHLY RIDE:
April 2nd Red Moun-
tain ride & Burger
burn.

May 14th Special St.
Jude Charity Ride (2nd
Saturday)

June 4th Little Creek
Mesa.

See Page 7 for Details

- 90:-90:0:-0-
Inside this issue:
Presidentds Messiq
Desert Preserve Ride Story 2
Desert Preserve Ride Pictures 3
Member News & Ph 4
BLM info on Red Cliffs NCA 5
Meeting Minutes 6
Calendard Hat of the month 7

Membership Application 8




April 2011 Page 2

BCH Ride Desert Preserve
Cottonwood Trailhead
March 5, 2011
By

Paul Sloane

Being gifted with a gorgeous day ahead of us | was anticipating a full parking lot when we arrived at the trail-
head, but much to my surprise we had a very modest group of just 12 riders. We were happy to welcome six
first time riders to our group, they were: Carlos and Jeannine Duenas from Dammeron, Dean Wulfenstein who
just joined, Sheryl Lofe from Cedar City and Dexter brought two young ladies Paige Harris and Jill Rosenk-
rantz. Our regular riders today were Tom Shirley, Freddy Dunn, Dexter Rees, Paul & Alice Sloane and Karen
Nelson our visitor from Montana who is almost a regular now.

We gathered at the stepovers and clued the new rid
We started over the stepovers and hit the trail around 10:30 with one slight delay, one of the new horses see-
ing a stepover for the first time was having no part of it. He refused to go over the wider stepover then went
over the narrower one with no problem, go figure? Once on the road heading out of the trailhead all the
horses seemed very calm and ready to enjoy the day too. Riding along with a snow covered Pine Valley
mountain as a backdrop against the red rocks of the preserve made you happy that you were on a horse and
taking it all in. As we worked our way up and down the various ridges to a point to where the trail gets about
as high as it was going to get, we rode along that plateau until the trail drops down again into a canyon taking
you to the main wash bottom. This canyon always interests me because the rock formations seem to bear
resemblances to various critters depending on the position of the sun and shadows. Today we could see a
bears head, the head and bent beak of an eagle, and others that were in the eye of the beholder.

We arrived at the rings for lunch, tied our horses and had a chance to sit and visit with our new riders and
learned about their previous horse experiences, some when they lived in other countries. The young ladies
that came with Dexter found rock climbing more fun that listening to us old folks talking about horses.

On our return loop to the trailhead we were once again in the wash bottom which is long and pretty straight in
a couple of places. We separated into two groups for a bit to let the faster horses and speed demon riders let
their mounts go for a run. Once safely separated and out of sight from the riders who were not interested in
speed they hit the throttle. At the end of the brief run the speedsters they waited for the others to catch up
and headed down the trail together again. Some ri
down the trail, those little legs can really churn. One point of interest we visited was the carving left in the rock

by Franciscan Monks accompanying a Spanish expedit,|

Once out of the wash and heading east back to the trailhead we encountered some bicyclists who use the
lower trails because they are not so sandy and there are rocks for them to ride over. Unfortunately some cy-
clists are not aware that horses and bicycles don
out incident even though the riders rode into our group a little fast.

Hope to see you on the next ride at the new Red Mountain trailhead. A burger burn will follow the ride at the
trailhead and the promise of food always brings people out.

(See Photos page 3)

Note: The Cottonwood trailhead lies within the Red Cliffs National Conservation Area. See
page 5 for BLM information on this area.
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Taken by Tom Shirley (Hey Paul is in a picture!)
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Member News & Photos

Karen & Tim Nelson at the Bumble Bee Ranch outside of Scottsdale, AZ
They were participating in a gaited horse ride at the ranch.

Trail Work on Red Mountain & Joel Burnham, Kathy Visitors from the Mountain Ridge Chapter & BCHU
and Mike Duvall widened the trail around the knee

knocker tree. You all know where that is! These folks are members of the mountain ridge chapter

of the BCHU (as was I) and came down to visit and ride
last week. they are Tom Smith, Mtn. Ridge Chapter

A | b et y 0 u di d nl 6Prle3|derR; PFF |f%Jche; Carol Bartos gnd Marsha Bar-
ton (on the mule) we rode for 2 days in the turtle pre-

Richard Cline moonlighted as a radio host in western| Serve (Church rocks one day, Brackens loop the

Colorado in the | ate 8006s| next.ealarefiom gpNerth (Bluffdgle; Drages and Lake j
show called AAIIl that JaZzR®intregpggively). Judyzupwalt s why he i
Jazzed on horses.

What interesting well kept secret do you know about one
of our BCH members? (that we can print). Send to Paul

E-mail your photods or a Al bet you di

az?z?z
S
dnoé
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